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SUBJECT : BAHRAINI REQUEST FOR U.S . MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
AND TRAINING 

1. IN PAST, EMBASSY HAS SUCCESSFULLY PURSUED POLICY OF NOT 
RESPONDING FORMALLY TO BAHRAIN DEFENSE EORCE (BDF) REQUESTS 
FOR U.S. MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING UNTIL THE REQUEST 
COMES TO US THROUGH THE FORMAL CHANNEL OF A DIPLOMATIC NOTE. 
THE REASON FOR THIS PROCEDURE HAS BEEN THE TENDENCY OF THE 
DEFENSE EORCE, COMMANDED BY THE CROWN PRINCE/DEEENSE MINISTER, 
TO TRY TO PURSUE WEAPONS AND TRAINING ACQUISITION SCHEMES WHICH 
HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED BY THE GOB. AT THE SAME TIME, AT THE 
REQUEST OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER, THE EMBASSY HAS MAINTAINED 
DIRECT CONTACT, USUSALLY AT THE FIRST SECRETARY-BDF CHIEF-OF- 
STAFF LEVEL, TO DISCUSS INFORMALLY CERTAIN BDE MODERNIZATION 
SCHEMES AND ON OCCASION THE AMBASSADOR HAS DEALT DIRECTLY 
WITH THE CROWN PRINCE. THE THRUST OF THESE CONTACTS HAS OFTEN 
BEEN TO DISCOURAGE THE BDE EROM PURSUING UNREALISTIC, UN- 
NECESSARY OR UNEEASIBLE TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT GOALS. 

2. THE EMBASSY IS NOW IN RECEIPT OF TWO LETTERS FROM THE 
CHIEF-OF-STAFE REQUESTING THE PURCHASE OE A SMALL NUMBER OF 
LCVP'S AND A TRAINING SLOT FOR A BAHRAINI OFFICER AT THE 
FORT LEAVENWORTH STAFF AND COMAND COLLEGE. THESE WILL BE 
SUBJECT OF SEPTELS. 
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3. JANUARY 10 AMBASSADOR BROUGHT THESE TWO REQUESTS TO 
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ATTENTION FOREIGN MINISTER, WHO HAD NOT BEEN AWARE OF THEM. 

IN RESPONSE TO THE AMBASSADOR'S QUERY, THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
MADE IT VERY CLEAR THAT SUCH REQUESTS BY THE BDF HAVE NO 
FORMAL STATUS WHATSOEVER. FOREIGN MINISTER REITERATED THAT 
BAHRAINI PURCHASES OF FOREIGN MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING 
REQUIRE CABINET APPROVAL AND THAT ANY FORMAL REQUEST TO THE 
U.S. WILL COME TO THE EMBASSY IN THE FORM OF A FOREIGN 
MINISTRY NOTE. HE NOTED APOLOGETICALLY THAT CABINET HAS 
PROBLEMS KEEPING BDF IN LINE ON SUCH MATTERS. AMBASSADOR 
AGREED WITH FOREIGN MINISTER THAT IN CASE OF REQUESTS SUCH 
AS ABOVE, EMBASSY WOULD TREAT THEM AS INFORAMAL AND EXPLORATORY, 
SOMETIMES SEEKING NECESSARY INFORMATION FROM WASHINGTON AND 
FOLLOWING UP WITH INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH BDF. IT WAS 
FURTHER AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD BE KEPT 
GENERALLY INFORMED OF SUCH INQUIRIES AND DISCUSSIONS AND THAT 
USG WOULD NOT ACT ON ANY BAHRAINI REQUESTS UNTIL THEY HAD 
BEEN FORMALLY PRESENTED AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. 
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